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Statistical analysis of Iran recorded Earthquakes in 2017 (Iranian
calendar: 1396)
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Abstract

Iran is one of the most seismically active countries in the world and it also known worldwide for its disastrous
earthquakes. In 2017 (1396 in Iranian Calendar), Iranian seismological center recorded more than 18000
earthquake in Iran, shows an increase 60 percent compared to annual average in recent years. This increase was
not only due to number of recorded small earthquakes, which could only be attributed to increased network
capability due to the increase in the number of seismic stations (install new stations and start cooperating with
other seismic agencies), but also there is a significant increase in the number of recorded medium to large
earthquakes. In 2017, six earthquakes with Magnitude around 5 and more were recorded in Iran and the biggest
one with magnitude 7.3 was recorded in Ezgele-Sarpol e Zahab. This number of medium to large events which
scattered in Iran was unique in two last decades but with a quick look at instrumental seismicity, there have been
years in Iran that the number of earthquakes with magnitude around 6 and bigger is same as last year status and
we can see in consecutive years, 1978 to 1982, Iran has experienced very high seismic energy release and this
seismic activity indicates the importance of earthquake preparedness in Iran

Keywords: seismicity, Iran, preparedness, statistics
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