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Impact of the Quasi-Biennial Oscillation (QBO) on the Polar Vortex in the
lowermost and middle stratosphere in Early Winter

Seyed Majid Mirrokni, Yazd University
*Mohammad Joghatei, Yazd University
*Alireza Mohebalhojeh, Theran University
Abstract
QBO is one of the most important oscillations in the Stratosphere. Study of the oscillation is important because
of extratropical effects of QBO and interaction between stratosphere and troposphere. Role of planetary wave
activity in interaction between QBO and polar vortex is very important. Extratropical impacts of this oscillation
on polar vortex especially on level of lowermost and middle stratosphere is considered in early winter.
Using NCEP NCAR reanalysis data to compute potential vorticity on potential temperature levels in different
phases of QBO is examined. Potential vorticity is depicted on potential temperature 380 and 480 levels as
lowermost stratospheric levels, and 500 and 580 levels as middle stratospheric levels. Results show that
elongation of potential vorticity on these levels toward the Atlantic, Pacific and Mediterranean storm tracks.
Vorticity in westerly phase is more stronger than easterly phase of QBO. Polar vortex edge and surf zone are
appeared on these levels and hasmeaningful difference in easterly and westerly phase of QBO. Subtropical edge
of polar vortex is stronger in lowermost stratosphere while polar edge of vortex is stronger in middle
stratosphere.
Keywords: planetary waves, Stratosphere, polar vortex, QBO, potential vorticity, wave activity

dondo )

Ve o b Gl U Sl ppusydigy j0 a5 allige olo YA- YA Golis 0,90 (nKle L (QBO) ai¥lugoass lugs
=G0 g0 0955 99 51 QBO plugi al oo Ll (Gl Caomsts) (50508 & y50a5() VA (g8 ,Silo- 052 90ll) olo jo yLeglS
i B b o g VPA ogila g jand) 0gbioe sl (eely (S5 gt 5 (sl (-GS (S5 9
B on A rin S GleS @By S8 el 5 05 oo s (B

e ssb 4 a8 OV o3 g gle) 0yl o)lg Bl plgmscl s o cage (A o)l dilats QBO (g
5 425l s 4 9959 3l g lo)l Elael cnl el 0T co iy gl Elsel (a5 @SB 35S alawlses

1
1
I
1
1
I
1
1
I
1
1
I
1
1
I
1
1
I
1
1
I
1
1
I
1
1
I
1
1
I
1
1
I
1
1
I
1
1
I
1
1
I
1
1
I
1
1
I
1
1
! Zeynab Sayfi, Yazd University !
1
I
1
1
I
1
1
I
1
1
I
1
1
I
1
1
I
1
1
I
1
1
I
1
1
I
1
1
I
1
1
I
1
1
I
1
1
I
1
1
I
1
g (o0 LaSE 25 b () e PS50 T |
'
I
1
1
I



ZeA L;;l:‘_,@:;‘l‘mm&ﬁx‘_;_,)wﬁAJUJ!(QBO)AJVL-J:@Dlm_,;s‘.')b:‘w‘)ﬂ

Sgd Jhle jpawipbe 4 ol Sl Gw zlesl Glaslials 6550 a5 wiS e bl Slaely Al i (e
Sbxl crge g 058 AT L (2lgel Sl 5 QBO 2851 sbml crge s 378 A5 L (2ol CenSt oS S
(Voo 5,00) 09 00 QBO 3,55

s o ol (3,5 6 51 o3 QBO. s S8 youalad ogs a5 ol (a5 055 gy s (IWAT) oiSan 5 (i
S ogb gl yo ity ey Zlgel 45 Wl Lt jab cyaan sl By 5B 5] iy f 5B 4 ol cladlg) o
8, M s 0y w3l alS ylosgs cal cgloylrys e il 9ip el Jichend orkad ogl LS Cypad 4 5 S5 o
ol lisee clagls 1o 1y oSile (55 5 e GRiSan g b o ond anslid 585 56 ol cilises glagls o ad ol
)03 0575 (55L5 sl iR0% Slr 5 Lo aklaie Glsrgn T 5 Ise oy Glugi nl ST Sl eilssad |y g

S x5S Bly @les bl 59y (kB osl U3 (55 og Gl (nl Slo)lpsn SISl (ow)n SRg (nf Saa
5 05,5 I 1, QBO Gl lajle s lae oy slaosls (38,5 5l am DI S1 ol (o) 0 jolaieds ool (Sloo 9 (25
Slaalds pod al> o ;0 35800 (o) 2 (Sloyl>0r9 0 10 sebad o5l (55, QBO 1 Jol al> o )0 Waosls ganaiws I
g0 ) QBO calides slasl )0 (lowwily slodor ol (59, Jonily 1oL

G gy ¥

4 0l o2, yidon Oledbl (6l ) Freie Universitat Berlin (FUB) jl a5’ oleosls 5l eolatwl b 0,89 Sy sl
#5520+ 5l 30 Yaene) glae ol (gl ke Cedle aSal SIS 090 0als gl 5wl (www . fu-berlin.de/en/)
Ol il gy B e cadley (B 5B cude cdle b (g )l ol (g )l (oSl ol a8 oaisS asein (JKwl

ool 005w (g9, Lo 5 B Cep ¢ 28] Ce ps . Zewloads oolaiw] NCEP-NCAR slasls sassaiws sl Wosls
SS9y &m)b.’ ‘53“5'.’ O 9 KW C‘).?Lu.u‘ (&/\’ &?* caf’ &Y’ ‘&“ cfA’ cf?’ cff’ ‘\°Y~ cf” c‘ﬂA’ c\‘?’ c\‘f’)
69y oily 2lsl bl al gy p ohad ol Dl sy (Jeily sl sla adds sl eolanl bl aile ol oyl

Caloads ools ioled (Sloo spwipbg (loie 4 OA 9B« +) slosl s g (05 omrom lgieas FA- 9 YA (slajl 5

EFvMean_WD_lev500 _

EPVMeon_WD_lev580 s

T

120

. OEM

1 40
-

"

40 -}

EPYMean_ED_lev500 EPVMean_ED_levS80  _

EPvMean_WD-ED-lev580

o
.
N
s .
‘ \
2e 1
g
[y
3 -
| -
o
=3 &

rslS OA g B0 e by slos sbajls sl Jomily (21l ass ) SCS
(o ) B

GpSazis ¥

Sl o aSipla azgi bojls g2 Sislus calid )3 (lpas S il slodes zshaw (55, (il 256 Lo
Sily S5y il 2l Ghaled (1955 00 Sgazme (il slos Slail (e T iy £S5 > 00 slaan] B
a2 o 2lsr g ol sla,lisle g lsn oy Sewlins 5l pe3 oFaus (il sbos




O 1) K5 58 55 sl &S randons WAV oo Ctigs )i Yo gl VA 5.9

15 4 o 53550 o5 JSD YA® 15 50 o 0 eols als A= YA- Joilly slos sl sl 1y Jumily 1t
alyimae gyl epullol sk yrns G 4y (S0tS 515 cnl p0 rizeen . Cel gl (o o0 5 (b 56 50 o0 TA
Toe 09 5 Cawl 0dd JLeS Ngd oo Dgme (Sl pewirde Wil a5 VL Glajls )0 la SarnsS Gl ogd e oy
clwl (B 35l Segd (S0 S e g ad i il el e 3B 50 0gliole cpl jociil oo S ey alS g0 4y A
CanSs Iy el 3 oml b 5l 5leS 5L sl )0 Zlsel canSll a5 a2 co lid ogb ad o Lol S alS
515 e S oy g 58S L

Sy Jeily 2156 sle aiss Oliao slass Cosgame Jdo a) iy jslgi obe 4y Cod oo ol jo 09l (S0 S
30055 o0 00y dilee sld oy 0 sl g Cue 3 0 SO VAL Sl o Lol glaands s (al Bis Al 3l sy ole
J 59 ojlciz ;3 Sute anpeS Koy il slagsse ;0 (Sie W peS Ko B )0 St dipeS G S FAL SIS
NG W I L R JU RSP L SOV P JWE g LW

a0 90 U yao sy 0 DA 508 B e FA YA X2 Sloo 5l Gl ) Jeily olsb o kdlaas 595 loges
dga> oldlax se j0 Slpsd cpl dicion YA« 515 oall onus Jlogad jo olbdiaS g aniiny b ool jule Jled
Zlosl Censll adlaie g (odad 0gli lojl> i ad g el ad (G350 g S g 4 a5 Sl 5l cnl a0 YO
Dlaas Jloged ol a8 5 (B8 56 Jols slp 1) bajlages ol paiin jaS (058 5 (S0 slajl slalages )
YL oo, 1o 50 Oy Anion a5 al ool iules uglS FAL 500 ol s gl cud a4 Jedly olsb Joles
2 el (Dl (208 5l (Brh 56 Joli 6l (il DU s kdlcbal @ie ol oas (Jled a0 Ve sgu
Sy acion (Ol cpl Slog Jloges joad ools yioles olS sles DA 5 OF B+ FAL XA P ola 5l
A oyd ax 0 VY sg0> o4y

Adon 4SS 00l Giolad OF« g OAs Sles slasly sl sy 4 1) lug 5B 90 yo oleb Jols o kdlcaas a5
ez ad g et SO ATl o0 diinn 90 o loged des j0 ol oas dad ALl G Cosdge g cdad jo ol s
O3S G S alaly S8 0 izmes Sl (B ogl (ohad A Baaie (a9 g Cewl (lad ogl (slo)l>
30 0 A5 Hlogad 3l Send ol 00y 09l oo dmd 9> Sliogas A ) zlael culSl g sl o5l o kidlras
S (o TAS) il slosl5 53, el g seas ol eyl e oy i 1 el 438,518 ey
~olsb e o a5 and oo (i 1 Ailiaeg T pulbl Lugildl Cons & (SOrtS ds 0)l0 518 il stemeirts 5
Al 18 Sle ascrdsr 50 sl cpl el ool jiaS (DA 00 +) SYL la 515 cons 4 b SannS ol aiies b
Tobae el lo)lw glsal Cdled g ool (Sl @Y (nl )5 92 5 Col S wlide po L (6551 JUESl e r ey 5o
WYL a5 (L3S zlgal) zlsel > a5 cwl cde cpl @ sl cpl 5o Zlsel jiaS canSls b SoiS Hod iaS ol
SRS (P e s o iien (Sl slajli 50 Elsel nl RSB S el e Cunlg 5l g gt oo 4SS o
O 4 Ned (o0 o |) (S9eiS a5 ates sl ojlew glosl lea w8 jgee g oo Sle samirts 5l &S gl
g oo ond SV slasl 5l ies mae sue gyl (SaedS Fomlb bl e e

&L

Mark p .Baldwin and Timothy .Dunkerton ,(1998), Binennial,quasi-biennial ,and decadal oscillations of
potentiale vorticity in the northenrn stratosphere .journal of geophysical research, , 103 , 4, 3919-3928.

Ve acgazma’c ylinn) glol o odad ogli  aiVligs acd lugil cwy " ¢ YAV o) Sany howl \L,8
YEF-YEY (aiqud IVO-YY ) ol S5 5u8055 il jaiS™ pon il

Holton, J. R., and H. C. Tan, 1980: The influence of the equatorial quasi-biennial oscillation on the global

circulation at 50 mb. J. Atmos. Sci., 37, 2200— 2208.
Shepherd,T.G.,2002,Issues in stratosphere-troposphere coupling, J. Met. Soc. Japan, 80, 4B, 769-792.



